
Orbital Launches by Country
U.S. providers conducted 154 launches in 2024, nearly 60% of all
orbital launches conducted worldwide
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Rocket Lab is headquartered in the U.S. with a subsidiary in New Zealand. It is counted here as a U.S. company
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Global Orbital 
Space Launches
2024 Year in Review

Spacecraft Launched by Provider
In 2024, SpaceX launched 83% of all spacecraft launched that year

Orbital Launches by Launch Provider
In 2024, SpaceX conducted the most orbital launches, followed by CASC

Spacecraft Launched and Total Upmass 
by Mass Class
Smaller satellites (<1,200 kg) represented 97% of spacecraft launched 
in 2024, 81% of total upmass

Spacecraft Upmass Carried by Launch 
Provider
Launch service providers worldwide launched an estimated 2.2 million kg 
of spacecraft mass during 2024

Spacecraft by Service Type
Driven by continued deployment of the Starlink constellation, most 
spacecraft launched in 2024 were communications satellites

Includes spacecraft launched regardless of operational status

Includes estimates of spacecraft mass when not publicly disclosed

Spacecraft by Operator Type
Most spacecraft launched in 2024 are operated by commercial
companies, mainly for communication services

2,467
Commercial

96128182

Femto (.01-.09)

Mass Class (kg)

Pico (.1-1)

Nano (1.1-10)

Micro (11-200)

Mini (201-600)

Small (601-1,200)

Medium (1,201-2,500)

Intermediate (2,501-4,200)

Large (4,201-5,400)

Heavy (5,401-7,000)

Extra Heavy (7,000+)

48
134

Smallsats

Government: National Security
Government: Civil

Non-Profit/Academia

1

78%

Total Spacecraft Upmass (kg)

2,171,391 kg
total upmass

in 2024

2,873
spacecraft 

launched in 2024

73%

5%

77% Communications

13% Remote Sensing

1% Scientific

<1% Crew and Cargo Transport

5% Technology Development

3% Other

17
14

Number of Spacecraft Launched
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259 Total Orbital Launches
2,873 Total Spacecraft

1957 2024

About 70% of orbital launches were conducted by commercial providers
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Commercial Spacecraft/Launch Vehicle: Primary spacecraft and launch vehicle are commercially owned/
operated (including non-governmental organizations)
Government-Operated Launch Vehicle: Government owned/operated launch vehicle
Government-Procured Commercial Launch Service: Owner/operator of primary spacecraft is a government 
entity; government has procured launch from a commercial launch service provider

Counts include unsuccessful launches. Launches are attributed to home country of launch provider, not launch site.
SpaceX Starship launches not counted here as all test flights were suborbital. 
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